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FROM BOUDOIR CAP TO SNOOD
From  Early 20th c. PattErn Books

The snood, once worn by young women in Scotland as an emblem of chastity, has now become a 
functional and decorative net, typically worn at the back of the head to confine the hair. 

Evolving from the popular Edwardian boudoir cap, worn only in the privacy of the home, the decora-
tive nature of these caps lend themselves to contemporary everyday styles.

Crochet was predominantly the technique of choice although tatting and netting was not uncommon. 
Techniques of course, could also be combined. The works of this book  focus on the abundant sources 
of crochet patterns with examples of tatting and netting. 

The boudoir cap was often the accessory to the popular decorative yoke, the decorative top of night 
wear. Yoke designs of the period can be found in the Lacis publications CROCHETED YOKES & 
COLLARS, Book 1, Anne Orr  and CROCHETED & TATTED YOKES & COLLARS, Book 2, ed 
by Jules & Kaethe Kliot. 

The projects shown illustrate components which can be combined to create your own snood. In creat-
ing a snood, three design elements should be considered

a Bowl shaPEd nEt: This can be of a homogenous design or composed of a center motif and net sur-
round. Materials can include any of the common crochet threads as well as metallic threads. Beads 
can be incorporated as accents or fully beaded. 

a dEcorativE Edging: This can be a narrow or wide border typically of a “beading” design which al-
lows the threading of a ribbon, elastic or tieing cord to gather and control the size of the net. 

ElEmEnts oF dEcorativE EmBEllishmEnt : This can take the form of bows, floral elements or tassels.

These elements can be found in the period boudoir caps, baby bonnets and even a lace powder puff 
bag. Basic skills for the techniques shown are required. 
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Most of the sources for this book were originally published in 1916-1917, representing the short 
period of boudoir cap popularity, and include:

Clark’s Designs for Smart Underthings #18, 1922; Novelty Crochet Patterns #7, 1916; Les-
sons in Crochet #2, 1917; Filet Crochet With Instructions #7, Mary Fitch, 1916; Manual of 
Crocheting Infants and Children’s Caps #5, 1915; New Ideas in Crochet #9, 1917; Novelty 
Crochet Patterns #5, 1916; Novelty Yoke Book #8, 1917; My Trousseau Lingerie & Linens 
#4, Anna Valeire, 1916; Yokes, Caps and Towels, Emma Farnes, 1916; Crochet and Tatting 
Yokes & Collars #8, Mary Firch, 1917; Crochet Yokes, Boudoir Caps #2, Winifred Clak, 1915; 
Lessons In Crochet #1, 1916; Caps, Collars & Jabots #E, Emma Farnes, 1916; Crochet Les-
sons #1/7, 1916; Filet Creations in Yokes and Gifts #14, Adeline Cordet, 1921; Princess Yoke 
Book, 1916; Gown Yokes and Boudoir Caps, Anne Orr, 1916; Crochet Book #15, 1916; Yokes 
and Caps, 1916; Crochet Tatting Knitting Embroidery, Virginia Snow, 1917; Boudoir Negligees 
#3, Adeline Cordet, Classy Yokes #7, Adeline Cordet; Cluny Laces #1, 1917; Crochet, #16, 
1920; Crochet Book #10, Royal Society, 1917; How to Crochet Cluny Laces, Richardson Silk, 
1915; Crocheted Novelties and Gifts #10, 1917; Tatting Craft #3; Anna Valeire, 1916; Tat-
ting Designs with Instructions #5, Adeline Cordet, 1916, Priscilla Tatting Book #1, Jessie M, 
DeWitt, 1909. 

Contemporary beaded crocjeted head 
cover from  

Swallow Hill CreationS, Canada. 
Available in kit form 

�



rd 1 - ch 8 form a loop
rd 2 - (ch 3, sc in loop) 10 times)
rd 3 - (cluster of 3 dc, ch 10, cluster in next loop) around

KEY
ch  =  chain
sc   =  single crochet
dc   =  double crochet

This pattern forms a pentagon, 3 spokes are shorter than the other 2 (similar to the 
spokes on a sand dollar).

Increase 5x randomly between the 2 longer spokes to allow for the fullness of hair.

last round: single crochet 5 times in each loop around front of snood (short spoked area) 
and then only sc twice in each loop around the back.

Add beading (44” circumferance)
 • dc in each stitch = round 2
 • dc in each stitch = round 2
 • treble, chain 2, skip next 2 stitches
  treble in next (repeat) = round 3
 • dc in each stitch = round 4
 • 2 dc clusters in this loop for next six roundsdc in each stitch = round 5

a SimpLe Snood
By

martha shErick shEn

2 dc clusters in this loop for next 
six rounds then only 1 cluster per 
loop until radius equals 9 inches

ch 10

ch 10

2 dc clusters in this loop for next 
six rounds then only 1 cluster per 
loop until radius equals 9 inches

2 dc clusters in this loop for next 
six rounds then only 1 cluster per 
loop until radius equals 9 inches

2 dc clusters in this loop for next nine 
rounds then only 1 cluster per loop 
until radius equals 9 inches

ch 10

cluster is 3 dc together so one 
stitch not 3 separate ones.
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