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One only need a single 
shuttle (see page 22 

and 23) for lace that is made 
exclusively from rings. For lace 
with rings and chains, one 
will need two shuttles, which 
should preferably be of two 
different colors so that they will 
not be mixed up during work. A 
shuttle is made of two slightly 
bent flat pieces of material that 
come to a point at both ends. 
The points should barely touch, 
allowing the thread to pass 
between them while winding 
onto the center post of the 

shuttle and yet keeping it from 
unwinding from the freely 
suspended shuttle One will 
also need a crochet hook of a 
size compatible to the thread 
used. This hook will be used 
to make the connections or 
joinings between rings and 
chains through the picots. 
One could also employ a 
pin or better, start out with a 
shuttle that has a pick (see ill. 
lower right).

Threads used for tatting 
include cordonnet and 
crochet threads of all sizes, 
perle cotton in size 5 and 8 
as well as embroidery floss. 
Smooth knitting yarns from 
wool, cotton or synthetic can 
also be used.

TOOLS
and
MATERIALS

WINdINg ShUTTLeS

Attach your thread to the 
shuttle by inserting the end 

into the hole in the center post 
and tie a simple knot. Holding 
the shuttle in one hand, wind 
the thread from the ball with 
the other hand over the post 
between the plates of the 
shuttle. The two plates that 
make up the shuttle are flexible 
enough to be able to let the 
thread through the points 
while winding the thread. The 
illustration shows the position of 
the hands during winding; the 
thumb of the right hands moves 
the shuttle which is being held 
softly, not tight, by the left hand 
(the shuttle is turning between 
thumb and index finger).

Only wind as much thread as 
the size of the shuttle allows. 
Any thread that bulges out from 
the shuttle will hinder your 
work.
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Hold the beginning of the 
thread between thumb 

and index finger of your left 
hand and lead the thread in a 
loop over the slightly spread 
fingers back to the thumb, 
holding the loop there together 
with the thread end. The 
thread that lies between your 
middle finger and index finger 

is the area where you will form 
the knots or stitches. With a soft 
grip, the right hand holds the 
shuttle with thumb and index 
finger. The distance between 
shuttle and knotting area should 
be about 8 to 10 inches. The 
shorter this distance the faster 
one can form the knots with 
the shuttle. The thread that is 
attached to your shuttle is the 
core thread, which lies inside 
and will hold the knots.

Every double stitch consists 
of a first half and a second 

half.

To work the first half of the 
double stitch, lead the shuttle 
below your knotting area and - 
without letting go of the shuttle - 
swing it back above the knotting 
area. Pulling back your shuttle 
to tighten the core thread, 
simultaneously loosening the 
fingers of the left hand so the 
knotting area thread will now 
flip over the core thread and 
form the first half of the stitch. 
Now lift up your middle finger 
of the left hand again to put 
tension on the knotting area 
and slide the formed knot close 
to where you pinch the thread 
with thumb and index finger, 
or next to the previous knot 
formed.

The second half of the stitch 
is made by leading the shuttle 
over the knotting area first, 
then back under it. As before, 
while moving the shuttle back, 
loosen the knotting area thread 
by lowering your middle finger 
and tighten the core thread 
from the shuttle. It is important 
that the double stitches move 
effortlessly on the core thread. 
They should be even in size, 

POSITIONING
the
HANDS

DOUBLE
STITCHES
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The schematic illustrations 
clearly show the course of 

the thread

First half of double stitch

Second half of double stitch

Loose double stitch

Properly tightened double 
stitch

One should practice making 
double stitches until flipping the 
knots by loosening the knotting 
area thread and simultaneously 
tightening the shuttle core 
thread becomes an automatic 
movement.

The FOLLOWINg

ILLUSTrATIONS WILL AId 
yOUr PrOgreSS:

1. For the first half of the 
double stitch lead the shuttle 
first under the tightened knotting 
area thread.

2. Then pull the shuttle back 
over that same tightened 
knotting area thread. This 
movement forms the first half 
of the double stitch

3. Lower the middle finger of 
your left hand, with a taut core/
shuttle thread tighten the knot, 
now lifting the finger again, 
readying the loop of thread over 
the left hand for the second half 
of the double stitch.

4. To form the second half of 
the double stitch lead the shuttle 
over the knotting area thread 
and back under in the direction 
of the arrow.

5. Form the knot with lowered 
finger and taut core thread. 
(notice how loose the thread 
is over the left hand and how 
the fingers of the right hand 
manipulate the taut core thread 
of the shuttle).
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