
Pattern drafting at the end of the 19th century was an 
acceptable activity of the middle class with “the latest in 
fashion” the focus of the household as now expressed in 
the many women’s magazines such as Godey’s Lady’s Book, 
Peterson’s Magazine, and Harper’s Bazar as well as the fo-
cused magazines geared to the more skilled sewer. Changes 
in styles were rapid and extreme, most likely the result of 
the ease of communication of these styles through the now 
popular magazine format.
The complexity of styles and the custom fitted designs sup-

ported the need for these periodicals.  Off the shelf garments 
and standard sizes would be years away and individual fit-
ting was the accepted discipline.
Along with the latest designs and the patterns to create 

them were the many drafting tools and systems to facilitate 
the customizing.
The Voice of fashion was one of the more popular 

fashion magazines of this period. Published quarterly, from 
1885 to the late 1900s it provided the resource for the home 
sewer. 
The popularity of The Voice of fashion was most likely 

due to the  simplified drafting system used which was based 
on the conversion of body measurements to a pattern via 
a set of scaled rules. What appear to be patterns are actu-
ally diagrams from which the patterns could be constructed. 
The diagrams establish a set of points of fixed numerical val-
ues. The true location of these points would depend of the 
specific rule used, the rule being determined by actual body 
measurements. The points would then be joined together 
with standard “French” or “ship” curves.  
The system was developed by W. H. Goldsberry from 

the earlier National Garment Cutter and explained in “The 
Diamond Garment Cutter Instruction Book” included in this 
work. The Voice of fashion was published by C. A. De-
Gryse, the successor to W. H. Goldsberry.

The specialty tools needed to make the patterns are:
Set of rules: These are reprinted in this volume. It is sug-

gested that these be photocopied, pasted onto stiff material 
and then cut out for use.
Right angle square: A 27” square is recommended. The 

scales are laid against the square for making all measure-
ments. The Picken square, available from this publisher is 
ideal as it incorporates the curves necessary for joining the 
points. 
Fashion curve: The unique curve used for the patterns in 

this book is printed full size in this volume. This can be pho-
tocopied and pasted onto stiff material for use. 

CONTENTS
This work consists of the complete issues of:
The DiamonD GarmenT cuTTer [12 paTTerns]
   insTrucTion Book,1897  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . [2]
The Voice of fashion  [34 paTTerns] .  . .  . .  . .  . [34]
  February 1, 1901   Winter and Spring, Vol XIII, No. 59
Scales and Curve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . [98]

Note: The original works are of a large format. Each page 
of the original has been reproduced in this volume in a two 
page format, maintaining the original size of the diagrams. 
The original page number has been maintained and page 
references refer to these page numbers, not the actual pag-
es of this book. As necessary the layout on these pages has 
been modified to fit this format.
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